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THYROID FUNCTION IN THE CRITICALLY
111 ELDERLY PATIENTS WITH NON—THY-
ROID DISEASES

Zheng Fanrong. et al
Dept, of Geriatries, The First Hospital

Serum total thyroxine {T'T4). trilodothyronine {T3).Free T3 and Free T4, reverse triiodothyronine
(rT3) and thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH) were determined in 118 elderly patients with non—
thyroid diseases. 30 healthy elderly.Serum TT, . T, .FT, . FT, in the elderly patients were significantly
lower than those in the healthy elderly and normal adults (P<{0, 01 or P<{0. 05) and ¢T3 was con-
aiderably higher (P<(0. 01} Serum T3 and FT3 in elderly patients with pulmonary diseases lower in
those complicated with respiratory fajlure than those without respiratory failure (P<0, 01). and rT3
higher (P<C0. 01), Serum T3 and FT3 in elderly lower in those complicated with severe heart failure
than those without heart failure (P<C0.01).and rT3 remarkably higher. Serum T3 and FT3 in patients
with maligndnt tumor were signficantly lower in those complicated metastasis than those without
metastamis (P<0. 01}, and rT3 remarkably higher, No significant change in serum T4, FT4 and TSH
was found in those patients, Serum T3. FT3 and rT3 in the elderly patients can be used to evaluate
the severity of the diseases and to predict their prognoses
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